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St.  Hubert’s  Lodge, 

Great  Harwood, 

February  6th,  1908. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Great  Harwood  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  your  notice  my  Annual 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  condition  of  your  District,  together  with 
the  returns  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1907,  also  Forms  1,  3,  4 and  5,  as  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

During  the  year  307  Births  have  been  registered,  of  whom 
146  were  boys  and  161  girls.  Estimating  the  population  at  13,500 
this  gives  a yearly  birthrate  of  22*74  per  thousand  of  the 
inhabitants. 

The  birthrate  for  1906  was  23,  and  for  the  10  previous  years 
25*72  per  thousand. 

During  the  same  period  the  deaths  numbered  172  of  whom 
78  were  males  and  94  females.  This  is  an  annual  deathrate  of 
12*74  per  thousand  of  the  population.  Nine  of  these  deaths 
occurred  however  in  institutions  outside  your  District,  leaving  163 
deaths  or  12  deaths  per  1,000  actually  occurring  in  Great 
Harwood. 

The  deathrate  for  1906  was  12*3  per  1,000,  and  for  the  10 
previous  years  13*7  per  1,000. 

The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were  : — 


Under  1 year  of  age  . 

...  32 

Between  1 and  5 years 

of  age 

...  20 

» 

5 „ 15 

...  8 

>> 

15  „ 25 

...  11 

>> 

25  „ 45 

J> 

...  17 

>> 

45  „ 65  - 

i) 

...  40 

Over  65 

1 > 

...  44 

Total  172  deaths. 
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The  deathrate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  has  been 
104*22  per  1,000  of  births  registered  against  116*1  per  1,000 
births  registered  in  1906,  and  for  the  10  previous  years  146*32  per 
1,000  births. 


The  mortality  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  was  52  or 
3*71  per  1,000,  against  56  or  4*1  per  1,000  in  1906,  and  57  or  4*4 
per  1,000  in  1905. 


I am  pleased  to  note  that  this  is  an  improvement  on  previous 
years,  and  I congratulate  the  inhabitants  on  the  better  care  of 
their  infants. 

The  system  of  carrying  children  out  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  to  be  nursed,  and  brought  back  at  night,  still  continues 
in  the  District. 


25  persons  have  died  over  .70  years  of  age,  four  of  whom  had 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  81  years,  and  one  each  of  82,  84  and 
85  years  respectively. 


The  causes  of  death  were  : 

Various  Diseases  of  the 

Respiratory  Organs...  37 


Diseases  of  Heart  ,.  ...  18 

Phthisis  and  other 

Tubercular  Diseases  ...  13 

Premature  Birth  11 

Brights  Disease  1 

Diabetes 2 

Enteritis 1 

Whooping  Cough  3 

Enteric  Fever 1 

Diarrhoea  (Infant)  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  7 

Meningitis  4 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage 


and  Apoplexy...  6 


Senile  Decay 15 

Appendicitis  1 

Measles  and  its 

Complications  ...  1 

Diphtheria  4 

Influenza 3 

Various  Cancerous 

Diseases  ...  5 

Accidents  of  various  kinds  3 

Suicides 1 

Other  causes  not  necessary 

to  particularise...  34 

Total...  172 


You  will  have  observed  that  11  deaths  have  been  registered 
as  being  due  to  Premature  Birth,  against  12  in  1906  and  16  in 


1905. 
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On  inquiry  I find  that  most  of  the  Mothers  are  employed  at 
the  Mills,  and  the  majority  of  them  followed  their  employment  up 
to  a very  few  days  of  their  accouchement. 


In  my  opinion  the  chief  cause  of  the  high  rate  of  Premature 
Infantile  Mortality,  as  well  as  to  the  Infant  Mortality  generally,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  want  of  proper  care  of  the  mother,  during  the 
period  of  gestation,  as  well  as  the  care  of  the  infant  for  some 
months  after  its  birth. 


If  mothers  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  cease  their  occupation 
at  the  mill  a few  months  earlier,  and  remain  at  home  a few  months 
longer  after  the  accouchement,  I feel  sure  that  a considerable 
reduction  in  the  Infantile  deathrate  would  be  the  result. 


During  the  year  the  following  cases  of  Zymotic  Disease  have 
been  notified  to  me  : — 

33  Scarlet  Fever 
8 Erysipelas 
11  Diphtheria 
6 Enteric  Fever 
1 Puerperal  Fever 

Total...  59  cases 

In  the  year  1906  the  number  of  Zymotic  cases  was  133. 


The  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases  number  10  a 
deathrate  of  ’84  per  1,000,  against  a deathrate  of  1T8  per  1,000 
in  1906,  -77  in  1905,  and  T9  in  1904. 


Each  case  has  been  visited,  verbal  and  printed  instructions 
given  as  to  the  proper  means  of  isolation,  &c.,  of  Infectious 
Diseases,  and  all  that  could  possibly  be  done,  in  the  absence  of  an 
Infectious  Hospital,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 


The  Factories  and  Workshops  generally  are  in  a satisfactory 
sanitary  condition. 


In  the  course  of  a few  months  new  Sanitary  Improvements 
will  be  carried  out  at  some  of  the  Mills. 
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The  Slaughterhouse  belonging  to  the  Urban  District  Council 
and  the  one  belonging  to  the  Co-operative  Society  are  both  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 


On  January  16th  T received  information  that  a fat  beast  had 
been  purchased  at  Clitheroe  Auction  Mart  and  brought  to  Great 
Harwood  to  be  slaughtered.  This  beast  came  from  a farm  in 
Scotland,  and  the  day  after  its  removal  another  beast  on  the  farm 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Anthrax. 

I at  once,  along  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  made  a visit 
to  the  Slaughterhouses  and  fcund  the  carcase  and  all  the  internal 
organs.  A close  and  thorough  examination  was  made  of  the  same, 
but  not  the  slightest  sytnptons  of  Anthrax  was  found. 


Two  other  beasts  which  had  travelled  with  this  one  from 
Clitheroe  to  Great  Harwood  were  kept  under  observation  for  ten 
days,  but  developed  no  symptons  of  the  disease  and  accordingly 
were  allowed  to  be  slaughtered.  On  examination  they  were  found 
alright. 

On  February  26th  we  were  informed  that  a diseased  beast 
from  a farm  in  the  District  had  been  sold  to  a butcher  in  a 
neighbouring  town,  but  on  investigation  this  proved  not  to  be  the 
case. 


The  Schools  have  been  periodically  visited  and  instructions 
have  been  given  respecting  the  ventilation  of  the  schoolrooms  and 
the  flushing  and  cleansing  of  the  W.C’s,  and  Urinals. 

The  Tripe  Boiling  Works  are  also  kept  clean  and  satisfactory. 

The  Bakehouses  are  kept  clean  and  sanitary. 

The  Registered  Lodging  House  (for  men  only)  appears  to  be 
conducted  in  a respectable  manner  and  has  been  kept  a little 
cleaner  than  last  year. 


The  Markets  have  been  under  constant  supervision,  but  as 
no  unsound  or  unwholesome  food  has  been  exposed  for  sale  it  has 
not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action. 


The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  generally  are  kept  in  a cleanly 
state,  but  a number  of  the  buildings  require  more  airspace,  light 
and  ventilation. 


The  Sewage  undergoes  treatment  by  continuous  precipitation 
and  irrigation  at  the  Clayton-le-Moors  and  Great  Harwood  Joint 
Outfall  Works. 

Many  Sanitary  Improvements  have  been  carried  out  in 
various  parts  of  the  town  during  the  year. 

A few  new  Cottages  have  been  erected,  and  I understand 
that  a new  Mill  is  about  to  be  built. 

The  removal  of  the  refuse  and  the  Scavenging  of  the  town 
has  again  been  satisfactorily  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
your  Scavenging  Superintendent. 

Great  Harwood  being  a Cotton  Manufacturing  District  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  both  male  and  female,  are  employed 
in  the  Cotton  Mills. 

The  people  are  a very  hard  working  class,  of  clean  and  thrifty 
habits. 

The  District  contains  2868  statute  acres,  and  the  Dean 
('.lough  Reservoir  belonging  to  the  Accrington  District  Gas  and 
Water  Board  is  within  its  boundaries  and  from  which  source  it 
receives  its  water  supply. 

In  conclusion  I congratulate  your  Council  on  the  highly 
satisfactory  Sanitary  condition  of  the  District. 

I consider  the  deathrate  to  be  exceedingly  low  for  a manu- 
facturing district,  and  will  bear  comparison  with  most  of  the  health 
resorts  in  Lancashire. 


I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Patchett, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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